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ABSTRACT 
English for nursing students is focused on developing skills in the understanding of materials 
that is tailored to the context of the profession; nursing. English for nursing needs certain 
understanding related to application in work field, it is called English for Specific Purposes 
(ESP). ESP is designed and developed based on the concept of need analysis. The purpose of 
this research is to find out the nursing students of AKPER YPTK Solok need in developing 
English materials. This research is classified as mixed method research design; qualitative 
research and survey research. In this research, there are two instruments; questionnaire and 
interview guidelines. The questionnaire aims to gain and collect information from students 
related to English teaching and learning. Interview guideline is used to gather information from 
English lecturer at AKPER YPTK Solok. The results of this research show that; (1) there are 
some skills and English components that are needed by the nursing students of AKPER YPTK 
Solok, they are; speaking skill, reading skill, vocabulary mastery, and grammar mastery. (2) This 
research also found that nursing students of AKPER YPTK Solok want English materials, 
including grammar and vocabulary related to nursing field to be more focused in teaching and 
learning process. Based on the results, it can be concluded that in developing English materials 
for nursing students, the lecturers and decision maker should know what the students and work 

field need through students; need analysis. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is a compulsory subject that must be studied by all nursing students. English for 
nursing students is focused on developing skills in the understanding of materials that is tailored to 
the context of the profession; Nursing. English for nursing needs certain understanding related to 
application in work field, it is called English for Specific Purposes (ESP). English for Specific 
Purpose (ESP) is referred to as English that is devoted to a specific purpose, such as hospitality, 
health, law, etc. (Lenzo, 2005) says "ESP students are typically adults who already have some 
understanding of English and learn the language to communicate a set of professional skills and 
perform certain function-related jobs." Furthermore, English for Specific Purpose (ESP) is different 
from general English. General English is aimed at improving students' abilities in using English. 
General English teaches five standards of learning about (a) subject matter, (b) vocabulary and 
structure, (c) exercises, (d) illustrations, and (e) make physical up (Chegeni, 2006). It means that the 
students are given standard and basic English as a second language or foreign language. English for 
Specific Purposes (ESP) is designed based on special needs related to the work or academic of 
students, and offer description of the use of language in the discipline or occupation they serve 
(Basturkmen, 2010).  Therefore, ESP is designed and developed based on the concept of need 
analysis.  

Need analysis assesses the need students' communicative and technique achievement of 
specific learning goals. Need analysis is done to identify what will be done by the students with a 
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foreign language in specific situations and how the student master the target language during the 
learning process (Dudley, E. and St Johns, 1998).  Moreover, need Analysis in ESP that aims at 
make English taught really needed in accordance with the field that is being pursued by students, 
especially for nursing students that contains three aspects; lack, wants and necessity. Certainly, in the 
implementation, these three aspects and getting information is needed by students. 

According to (Kim, 2013) there are eight components in the concept of need analysis. It has 
now been grouped into five broad areas, consisting of: (a) targets situation analysis and objective 
needs (e.g. student tasks and activities will/in Using English; (b) linguistic analysis, discourse 
analysis, genre analysis, namely knowledge of how languages and skills are used in targets situation; 
(c) subjective needs, i.e. student wants, meaning, subjective-factor needs which affects the way they 
learn (e.g. previous learning experiences, reasons to take the course, hope); (d) present situation 
analysis for the purpose of identifying skills and use of language today; (e) means analysis, i.e. 
information about the environment in which learning will be carried out. Therefore, it can be 
concluded that in development of English materials for specific purposes using these five 
components. 

There are some previous researches that related to explanation above: first, the research 
conducted by (Uli Agustin Gulto, 2016) entitled “The Developing English Learning Materials for Nursing 
Students of Borneo University Tarakan”, the results of this study say that English learning materials for 
students of nursing has several components; goals, input, procedures, setting, teacher roles and 
learners roles. Second, the research has been conducted by (Wahyudi, 2016) entitle, “Developing 
English Learning Materials Based on Content-Based Approach for Nursing Students of STIKES Payung Negeri 
Pekanbaru”, the results of this study say that English language material is needed by students related 
to hospital, nursing care, medical treatment, diseases, and medicines. 

Related to the previous studies above, this research conducted the small observation, it is 
found that learning English materials for nursing students have not been in accordance with the 
needs profession of a nurse. At this time, English courses are given more much to do with general 
English which is not in accordance with ESP learning objectives for nursing students. Then, English 
materials that are used by the lecturer have not been appropriate and the lecturer has not developed 
the English materials appropriately based on what the students need in teaching learning process. 
Therefore, teaching and learning materials that are in accordance with nursing competence needs to 
be developed. Development of learning materials is expected to be used as a guideline for 
developing or compiling materials such as modules or teaching books for nursing students.  
 
METHODS 

This research was qualitative research. Qualitative research related to comprehensive 
collection, analysis and interpretation, narrative and visual data in order to gain insight into a 
particular phenomenon of interest (Gay, 2006).  This research was also survey research. This survey 
research provides an overview of the data. It means that researcher conducts a survey of the sample 
or in the population of students to describe the level of attitude, behavior and characteristics of the 
population itself. In this survey research, it gathered the information in an organized way about the 
characteristics of a population using methodological concepts and good procedures (Cresswell, 
2009).  

The subjects in this research consisted of; (a) the first year of nursing students of AKPER 
YPTK Solok, the total numbers were 30 students. These subjects had taken English course in the 
first semester and second semester; (b) English lecturer, to find out the interests of students, 
availability of teaching materials, and students’ activities.  This research used questionnaires and 
interviews as the instruments. Questionnaire prepared by entering indicators from need analysis. 
Questionnaires were distributed to students to get the information needed. After getting the 
information through the questionnaires. Interview guides that were used to interview the English 
lecturer. 
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Technique data analysis of this research were; Questionnaires were formed on the same 
scale. Students asked to provide a tick (√) on statements that based on their needs. Interview data 
from lecturer was analyzed to support the students’ response of who had filled out questionnaires 
about their need for English and their awareness on English. After getting the results and 
information that were needed, this research analyzed the data to obtain valid and relevant 
information. The interview data was recorded. The recording transcribed and used as supporting 
data to answer research questions. After getting the results and information needed, this research 
analyzed the data to obtain valid and relevant information and made a description of the findings 
obtained from data analyzing and description results. In addition, it could be seen that materials 
were needed by nursing students in English learning. The results of the data analysis used as 
consideration for developing English materials for nursing students. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

There are three components of need analysis that are analyzed in this research, they are; 
necessity, lack, and want. 

Students’ Necessity 

After analyzed the data of students’ necessity or interest in English, the data can be seen in 
the table below: 

Table 1. Students’ Necessity Data 
English Skills and 

Components 

Very Important Important Less Important Not Important 

F % F % F % F % 

Four English Skills, 
including; Grammar and 
Vocabulary 

19 63.33% 11 36.67% 0 0% 0 0% 

Listening skill 14 46.67% 16 53.33% 0 0% 0 0% 

Speaking Skill 23 76.67% 7 23.33% 0 0% 0 0% 

Reading Skill 19 63.33% 11 36.67% 0 0% 0 0% 

Writing Skill 15 50% 15 50% 0 0% 0 0% 

Vocabulary Mastery 19 63.33% 11 36.67% 0 0% 0 0% 

Grammar Mastery 20 66.67% 10 33.33% 0 0% 0 0% 

 
Based on the table 1 above, it can be seen that there are 63.33% students said all English 

skills including vocabulary and grammar are very important to be learned in AKPER YPTK Solok. 
For listening skill, there are 46.67% students say that Listening skill is very important, and the 
students who say Listening skill is important, there are 53.33% students, and there is no one student 
who say that Listening skill are less important or not important. Therefore, it can be concluded that 
listening skill is important to be learned by the students of AKPER YPTK Solok. 

For Speaking skills, there are 76.66% say that it is very important to be learned, there are 
23.37% students say that speaking skill are important, and no student say Speaking skill is less 
important and not important. Furthermore, for Reading skills, students of AKPER YPTK Solok 
who say that reading skill is very important, there are 63.33%, there are 36.67% students who say 
that reading skill is important, and no students say reading skill is less important or not important. 
Based on the highest percentage. Next, for writing skill, there are 50% students of AKPER YPTK 
Solok say that writing skill is very important, and there are 50% of students also say that wiring skill 
is important. For vocabulary mastery, there are 63.33% students of AKPER YPTK Solok who say 
that vocabulary is very important, and 36.67% students say that vocabulary mastery is important, 
and no student say vocabulary mastery is less important or not important. In terms of grammar 
mastery, there are 66.67% students said that grammar mastery is very important, and 33.33% of 
students say that grammar mastery is important. Therefore, both of vocabulary and grammar 
mastery are really needed by the students of AKPER YPTK Solok in order to they are able to 
understand and use English well in work field. 
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Students’ Lack  

After analyzed the data of students’ lack, the data can be seen in the table below: 
 

Table 2. Students’ Lack Data 

English Skills and Components 
Excellent Good Sufficient Poor 

F % F % F % F % 

Four English Skills, including; 
Grammar and Vocabulary 

2 6.67% 15 50% 12 40% 1 3.33% 

Listening skill 4 13.33% 9 30% 14 46.67% 3 10% 

Speaking Skill 2 6.67% 11 36.67% 13 43.33% 4 13.33% 

Reading Skill 8 26.67% 13 43.33% 7 23.33% 2 6.67% 

Writing Skill 8 26.67% 12 40% 9 30% 1 3.33% 

Vocabulary Mastery 4 13.33% 11 36.67% 14 46.67% 1 3.33% 

Grammar Mastery 3 10% 11 36.67% 13 43.33% 3 10% 

 
Based the data on the table 2 above, it can be explained that AKPER YPTK Solok students 

for mastery or initial knowledge of students of all English language skills are 50% in the Good 
category. The students of AKPER YPTK Solok who say that they have excellent skill in all English 
skills are 6.67% students, and there are 40% students say that they have the initial ability of all 
English skills are sufficient, and the students who say the initial skill of all skills is poor, there are 
3.33% students. 

In listening skills, there are 13.33% students of AKPER YPTK Solok who have excellent 
initial skill. For good initial listening skill, it has 30% students and there are 46.67% students have 
less listening initial skill. Furthermore, there are 10% students who have the initial listening skill is 
poor. For speaking skills, the students of AKPER YPTK Solok who have excellent initial speaking 
skill, there are 6.67% of students. There are 36.67% students have good initial speaking skill. 
Furthermore, the students who have less initial speaking skill, there are 43.33% students and 13.33% 
students have poor initial speaking skill. For reading skill, the students of AKPER YPTK Solok who 
have excellent initial skill, there are 26.67% students. There are 43.33% students have good initial 
reading skill. The students who have the initial reading skill in sufficient category, there are 23.33% 
students. Then, there are 6.67% students still have poor initial skill. Thus, for reading skills, students 
already have good initial skill in reading with the percentage of 43.33% and there are still some 
percent of students who have poor initial skill. In writing skills, there are 26.67% students of 
AKPER YPTK Solok students have excellent in writing skill. The students who have good in 
writing skills are 40% students. Next, the students who have sufficient in writing skill are 30% 
students. There are 3.33% students have poor in writing skill.  

Furthermore, for vocabulary mastery, there are 13.33% students of AKPER YPTK Solok 
have excellent vocabulary mastery. Students are in good vocabulary mastery, there are 36.67% 
students. There are 46.67% students are in sufficient vocabulary sufficient. Then, there are 3.33% 
students who have poor vocabulary mastery. Furthermore, in grammar mastery, there are 10% 
students of AKPER YPTK Solok are in excellent category. The students who have good grammar 
mastery, there are 36.67% students. There are 43.33% students are sufficient grammar mastery.  
Then, there are 10% students have poor grammar.  

 
Students’ Wants 

After analyzed the data of students’ wants, the data can be seen in the table below: 
Table 3. Student’ Want Data 

No. Statements Strongly Agree Agree Less Agree Disagree 

F % F % F % F % 

1. English Materials related 
to major (Nursing) 15 50 7 23.33% 5 16.67% 3 10% 
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2. Addition of authentic 
materials related to major 
(Nursing) 

8 26.67% 12 40% 7 23.33% 3 10% 

3. Vocabulary and grammar 
mastery materials focus 
on the development of 
nursing field 

12 40% 8 26.67 6 20% 4 13.33% 

4. Addition time to make 
teaching and learning 
process more effective 

8 26.67 10 33.33% 7 23.33% 5 16.67% 

Based on the table above, there are 50% students of AKPER YPTK said they strongly agree 
if the English lecture material is related to nursing. The students who agreed English materials 
related to nursing, there are 23.33% students. Furthermore, there are 16.67% students who say they 
less agree if English materials are only focused on nursing. Even there are 10% students who say 
they disagree if English materials is only focused nursing. 

Furthermore, the addition of authentic materials related to nursing, there are 26.67% 
students of AKPER YPTK Solok who say that they strongly agree with this. About 40% students 
say that they agree with the addition of authentic materials related to nursing. The students who less 
agree with this there are about 23.33%, and 10% students say that they disagree with the addition of 
authentic materials related to nursing. For the development of vocabulary and grammar mastery 
materials focusing on the development of the field of nursing, there are 40% students of AKPER 
YPTK Solok strongly agree with this. In addition, there are 26.67% students said that they agreed 
with the development of vocabulary and grammar mastery materials focusing on the development of 
the field of nursing About 20% students said they less agreed with the development of vocabulary 
and grammar mastery materials focusing on the development of nursing. There are 13.33% students 
said they disagreed with the development of vocabulary and grammar mastery materials focusing on 
the development of nursing. 

Related to the addition of time to make learning more effective, there are 26.67% students of 
AKPER YPTK Solok said that they strongly agree with the addition of time to make learning more 
effective. There are 33.33% students that they agree with the addition of lecture time to make 
learning more effective. Students who less agree with the addition of lecture time to make learning 
more effective, there are 23.33%. There are 16.67% students who say that they disagree with the 
addition of lecture time to make learning more effective. 
 
Discussion 

This research used two instruments; questionnaire and interview guidelines. Questionnaire 
was distributed to 30 students of AKPER YPTK Solok. In this research questionnaire, there are 
three aspects of need analysis, namely; necessity, lacks, and wants. According to (Dudley and John, 
1998), need analysis is done to identify what will be done by the students with a foreign language in 
specific situations and how the student master the target language during the learning process. 

After analyzed the data of questionnaire, it can be seen that there are 63.33% students said 
all English skills including vocabulary and grammar are very important to be learned in AKPER 
YPTK Solok. Based on result that has been explained above, it can be seen that the initial skill of 
AKPER YPTK students is in good category. Then, there are 76.67% shows that the students’ 
necessity on speaking skill.  

Based on the students’ lack data, there are four English skills; listening skill, speaking skill, 
reading skill, and writing skill. For listening skill, there are 46.67% students are in sufficient category. 
It means that, the students’ listening skill need improvement. For speaking skill, there are 43.33% 
students are in sufficient category. This data said that the speaking skill of AKPER YPTK Solok 
students also need improvement. Next, reading skill, there are 43.33% students are in good category. 
It can be said that the students’ reading skill has been good. The last, writing skill, there are 40% 
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students are in good category. Thus, students’ writing skill has been good. Next, for English 
components; vocabulary and grammar. The students’ vocabulary mastery can be said sufficient with 
46.67% students are in sufficient. Thus, students’ vocabulary needs improvement, especially in 
nursing, in order to the students can improve their other skills. Next, the students’ grammar mastery 
is sufficient, it is indicated by 43.33% students are in sufficient category. It means that, students’ 
grammar mastery also needs improvement. Moreover, based on the students’ wants, it can be seen 
that what the students want and what the materials that students need can be analyzed that students 
tend to prefer to learn skills, vocabulary, and grammar related to nursing field. The students of 
AKPER YPTK Solok also want authentic material and skills related to what the work field needs in 
the future. Thus, it can be said that the students of AKPER YPTK Solok needs for English courses 
related to teaching materials. 

Related to results above, there are eight components in the concept of need analysis that had 
been grouped into five broad areas, consisting of: (a) targets situation analysis and objective needs 
(e.g. student tasks and activities will/in Using English; (b) linguistic analysis, discourse analysis, genre 
analysis, namely knowledge of how languages and skills are used in targets situation; (c) subjective 
needs, i.e. student wants, meaning, subjective-factor needs which affects the way they learn (e.g. 
previous learning experiences, reasons to take the course, hope); (d) present situation analysis for the 
purpose of identifying skills and use of language today; (e) means analysis, i.e. information about the 
environment in which learning will be carried out (Kim, 2013). So it can be concluded that in 
development of English materials for specific purposes using these five components. 

Furthermore, based on the previous studies, the research conducted by Uli Agustin Gulto 
(2016) entitled “The Developing English Learning Materials for Nursing Students of Borneo University 
Tarakan”, the results of this study say that English learning materials for students of nursing has 
several components; goals, input, procedures, setting, teacher roles and learners roles. The result of 
her research more focuses on procedures in teaching and learning process, comparing to the 
research that researcher conducted focusing on students’ need on materials. Second, the research 
has been conducted by Wahyudi (2016) entitle, “Developing English Learning Materials Based on Content-
Based Approach for Nursing Students of STIKES Payung Negeri Pekanbaru”, the results of this study say 
that English language material is needed by students related to hospital, nursing care, medical 
treatment, diseases, and medicines. The results of his research similar to the research that researcher 
conducted focusing on materials in nursing. 

This research also did interview with the English lecturer of AKPER YPTK Solok, interview 
had been done to get the information from English lecturer of AKPER YPTK Solok. After 
interviewed the English lecturer of AKPER YPTK Solok, it can be stated that the students should 
be prepared to be able to use English in their particular major. The lecturer said that the most 
important skill that should be mastered by students is speaking skill. Therefore, the students are able 
to communicate well in work field. Then, the lecturer also said that besides speaking skill the 
students must be focused on reading skill. It is caused that there are some documents that written by 
using English. Dealing with grammar and vocabulary, the lecturer also say that both of them are 
necessary in learning English for nursing students. Dealing with materials, the lecturer used some 
sources such as from internet eBook, and other sources. Then, the lecturer used to the syllabus that 
has been prepared by the college. In this case, the lecturer teach English is not totally based on ESP 
approach. To sum up, it can be concluded that teaching and learning English at AKPER YPTK is 
not closely based on ESP approach. The lecturer had not conducted the needs analysis before 
starting learning to find what the students need. The college has been prepared syllabus for English 
course, so the lecturer teaches English based on that syllabus. 
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CONCLUSION 
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that needs analysis is the first step to 

identify students’ need in teaching and learning English process. There are some English skills that 
the students of AKPER YPTK Solok need in learning English. After analyzed the data it can be 
shown that; (1) there are some skills and English components that are needed by the nursing 
students of AKPER YPTK Solok, they are; speaking skill, reading skill, vocabulary mastery, and 
grammar mastery. (2) This research also found that nursing students of AKPER YPTK Solok want 
English materials, including grammar and vocabulary related to nursing field to be more focused in 
teaching and learning process. Thus, in developing English materials for nursing students, the 
lecturers and decision maker should know what the students and work field need through students; 
need analysis. 

There are some suggestions of this research; first, for the English lecturer who teaches 
English in specific major is expected to do the need analysis based on the students’ need based on 
their major. Second, for the next researchers are suggested to more focus on the other components 
of ESP. 
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