
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Malang, East Java, Indonesia, December, 13 2023               21 
 

 

 

 

CULTURE OF PALESTINE  

 

Nadim A.A. Nasser1*, Ahmed R.L. Falna2 

 
Mechanical Dept., Engineering Faculty, Universitas Islam Malang 

Nadeemkaraja1@gmail.com Ahmad2003falana1@gmail.com 

ABSTRACT 

 

The culture of Palestine is diverse and deeply rooted in its history, religion, and the struggles of its 

people.  Islamic traditions influence Palestinian culture.  Palestinians are known for their 

hospitality and resilience despite their difficult circumstances.  Traditional Palestinian dances such 

as Dabke are performed during festive occasions, showing the unity and solidarity of the people.  

Palestinian cuisine, consisting of maqluba and hummus, reflects the region’s distinct flavors and 

regional variations.  Art and literature also play a crucial role in preserving and expressing 

Palestinian culture, with traditional embroidery and calligraphy being highly valued artistic 

expressions.  Palestinian poets and authors share their experiences, struggles, and aspirations 

through their writing.  Palestinian culture is a testimony to the steadfastness of the Palestinian 

people and their shared identity.  
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INTRODUCTION  

The culture of Palestine embodies a complex blend of traditions, art forms, delicious 

cuisine and a rich historical heritage.  This introduction seeks to delve deeply into the 

diverse fabric of Palestinian culture, and highlight the elements that contribute to its 

unique identity.  From the eloquence of stories to the vibrant colors of traditional 

embroidery, the essence of Palestinian culture is a testament to the resilience, creativity 

and unity of its people.  By examining the influences of history, religion and regional 

diversity, we aim to provide a comprehensive overview of Palestinian culture (TNR, 12pt 

font, spacing 1.15). 

THEORETICAL BASIS  

The exploration of Palestinian culture seeks to unravel its rich tapestry, comprising 

traditions, art, culinary heritage, and history. Rooted in resilience and unity, this culture 

showcases the significance of storytelling, vibrant embroidery, and values like family and 

community. Through lenses like cultural anthropology and sociology, this study unveils 
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how historical, religious, and regional influences have shaped Palestinian identity. The 

theoretical basis involves understanding rituals, symbols, and the transmission of traditions 

across generations, emphasizing the need for appreciating diverse cultural perspectives 

without external judgment. 

HYPOTHESES  

Cultural Expression as Resistance: Given the complex political and social realities in 

Palestine, we hypothesize that Palestinian cultural expressions serve not only as a 

celebration of heritage but also as a form of resistance and resilience. Art, music, and 

folklore may serve as tools for preserving identity and voicing the collective experiences 

of the Palestinian people in the face of ongoing challenges. 

 (TNR, 12pt font, spacing 1.15): 

 

METHOD  

Content Analysis: Examine Palestinian artistic and musical works, folklore, and literature 

to identify themes of resilience, resistance, and identity within cultural expressions. This 

will involve qualitative coding to uncover recurring motifs and messages embedded in 

various art forms. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis dives deep into Palestinian cultural expressions across literature, folklore, 

music, and visual arts, revealing a rich tapestry woven with themes of resilience, resistance, 

and identity. In literature and folklore, resilience shines through characters and stories, 

echoing the enduring strength of the Palestinian people. Artists convey this resilience 

through visual and performance arts, symbolizing hope amidst struggles.Resistance, a 

poignant theme, permeates Palestinian cultural works, echoing the fight against oppression 

and advocating for justice. In literature, music, and visual arts, narratives, lyrics, and 

symbols reflect this steadfast resistance, embodying the Palestinian struggle for liberation 

and self-determination.These themes collectively thread through Palestinian artistic 

expressions, reflecting the people’s resilience, resistance against socio-political realities, 

and the intricate layers of their identity. The analysis highlights the enduring creativity and 

agency of Palestinian artists, utilizing cultural expressions to reclaim narratives, uphold 

heritage, and amplify their voices globally, forging narratives that transcend oppression 

and adversity. 
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CONCLUSION  

Ultimately, the symbolism and imagery of resistance within Palestinian cultural 

expressions not only reflect the historical and contemporary struggle but also amplify the 

voices of resilience and collective identity. They represent a powerful testament to the 

enduring vitality and strength of the Palestinian narrative, expressing the unwavering 

commitment to preserving heritage in the face of ongoing challenges. 
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